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CONGRESS IS MOVING FORWARD

WITH ITS AGENDA WHILE THE
WHITE HOUSE DEALS WITH
SCANDALS

(Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, while the White House is fully occu-
pied with an army of lawyers dealing
with all the campaign scandals, we
here in Congress are moving forward
with our agenda.

Our agenda is nothing more than the
agenda the American people who elect-
ed us asked us to implement. That
agenda includes balancing the budget
for the first time since 1969. That agen-
da includes cutting the tax on capital
gains so that the economy will produce
more jobs and more opportunities, cut-
ting taxes for working families, giving
them relief at home.

That agenda includes fundamental
Medicare reform so seniors are pro-
tected from a system in danger of
bankruptcy. That agenda includes
smaller government, less bureaucracy,
and more control in local communities.
That agenda includes a recognition
that the fraying of America can only
be addressed with a greater respect for
traditional American values, and by
strengthening the family, not weaken-
ing it.
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That is our agenda and that is the
agenda of the majority of the American
people. I ask my colleagues to join me
in implementing that agenda.
f

HANDGUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. BLAGOJEVICH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLAGOJEVICH. Mr. Speaker,
years ago parents lived in fear that
their children might one day catch
polio. Many of our best doctors and sci-
entists put all their energies into find-
ing a cure. Years ago things like mea-
sles, tuberculosis and tetanus posed se-
rious threats to the health of our chil-
dren. These diseases were aggressively
researched and solutions were found.

Today there is a new epidemic
threatening our children: handgun vio-
lence. We know that handgun violence
affects more than 10 times as many
children as polio ever did. In fact in
many States, handgun violence is the
leading cause of death among children.
But we are fighting handgun violence
with only 1 percent of the resources we
used to fight polio.

We should confront handgun violence
with the same urgency that previous
generations brought to the leading
health epidemics of their time. Their
example should serve as an inspiration.
If we could find a vaccine for polio, we
can find a solution to handgun vio-
lence. A sure way to show our commit-
ment to that effort, I urge my col-
leagues, is to vote for my bill that

would ban handgun possession by any-
one under 21.

f

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

(Mr. BARR of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
on this National Day of Prayer, I think
it is important for all of us and for the
American people to realize that we do,
as did our Founding Fathers, derive
our powers, derive our sense of what is
right and wrong, derive our very sense
of the moral fiber of our country not
from ourselves, not from within our-
selves, but from the hand of God.

I believe that as we move forward
and debate the important issues, many
of which are very contentious, of a po-
litical nature in our country in these
days and months ahead, that even if we
do disagree and there will be disagree-
ments, at least we assure the American
people very honestly that our sense of
what we are doing, that the positions
that we are reflecting, the position
that we state on behalf of our citizens
are those that are born of reflective
prayer and belief, that these do indeed
represent the will of our founder, our
true founder, our Lord. I think it is
very important to recognize that and
to assure Americans that that is indeed
the basis on which we act here in this
House of Representatives.

f

CITIZENSHIP USA

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice admits that up to 180,000 criminals
were improperly granted citizenship.
The INS now says we made a mistake
and allowed applicants to submit cop-
ies of their own fingerprints, and the
criminals submitted phony prints.
Beam me up.

I say it is time to wage a real war on
illegal immigration and drugs. Let us
transfer some of our military troops
falling out of chairs on arm rests, cash-
ing their American paycheck in Tokyo
and Frankfurt and put them on our
border and stop this business. This is a
joke. This program called Citizenship
USA has turned into Criminal USA. It
does not take Karnak the Magnificent
to figure it out.

Congress should fire those incom-
petent, stumbling, bumbling nincom-
poops at the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service. Print this.

I yield back the balance of all illegal
immigrants.

f

VETERANS’ CEMETERY
PROTECTION ACT OF 1997

(Mr. CALVERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Hawaii [Mr. ABERCROM-
BIE], in reintroducing the Veterans’
Cemetery Protection Act. Whenever a
young man or woman decides to enter
the military, they do so voluntarily in
order to protect our country and guard
against the uncertainties of the world.
Sometimes they make the ultimate
sacrifice. Over 1 million Americans
have died fighting in our country’s
wars. That is why it sickens me when I
hear of hooligans desecrating our na-
tional cemeteries.

In 1996, Riverside National Cemetery,
the second largest cemetery in this
country, next only to Arlington, fell
prey to vandals who stole bronze mark-
ers from 128 graves. On April 19, van-
dals spray-painted racist and profane
words on the cemetery walls of the Na-
tional Memorial Cemetery of the Pa-
cific in Hawaii. Enough is enough. The
Veterans’ Cemetery Protection Act
would stiffen criminal penalties for
theft and malicious vandalism at na-
tional cemeteries. I wish to thank the
gentleman from Arizona [Mr. STUMP] of
the House Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, the gentleman from California
[Mr. BONO], the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. ROYCE], and many others
who have come forward to support this
bill.

Being so close to Memorial Day, I in-
vite my colleagues to become original
cosponsors of this measure as a small
gift to our Nation’s veterans.
f

IN SUPPORT OF THE VETERAN’S
CEMETERY PROTECTION ACT

(Mr. ABERCROMBIE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I
am very pleased to rise as the cospon-
sor with the gentleman from California
[Mr. CALVERT] today of the bill which
he just enumerated. I think many peo-
ple in the United States and even
around the world according to the ad-
ministrators at Punch Bowl Cemetery
have recognized what has taken place.
This is beyond vandalism. That is why
this bill is coming forward.

I am also grateful to the gentleman
from Arizona [Mr. STUMP] and every-
one else who has helped us to recognize
what needs to be done here. The
present legal situation in the United
States does not cover this kind of dese-
cration. This is beyond vandalism. I
think there is perhaps a demented
mentality at work here.

We cannot reward it by reacting in a
way that is beyond what the bill calls
for. We will look into matters of secu-
rity. We will look into other legal mat-
ters associated with it. But this action
must be taken in order to protect
monuments, memorials, cemeteries all
across the Nation and in fact probably
all across the world. I thank the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. CALVERT].
I thank the gentleman from Arizona
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[Mr. STUMP]. I thank the Democratic
Members who are truly making this a
bipartisan effort.
f

ERGONOMICS

(Mr. BONILLA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, I want
to give my colleagues a brief course
today on a new word called
ergonomics. It is confusing because it
sounds a little bit like ebonics or eco-
nomics. Why are we hearing more
about it lately? Because OSHA is start-
ing to promulgate and write a rule that
will hurt every American small busi-
ness.

Since ergonomics a tough word to re-
member, I will spell it out. The E in
ergonomics stands for expensive. It will
cost small business an arm and a leg to
comply.

The R is for redtape and the regu-
latory nightmare it would create. The
G is for grab more power by the big
labor unions, and that is their goal.
The O is for OSHA, attempting to con-
trol every nook and cranny in the
workplace.

The N is for no, because no definitive
science exists to support such a stand-
ard. The O, once again, is for OSHA for
overzealous. The M is for the medical
experts who do not know what causes
ergonomic injuries yet. The I is for if,
because if you think this is a bad rule
or the EPA-proposed standards were
bad, wait until you see this. The C is
for common sense and the lack of it in
proposing this idea, and the S is for
science and the need for a well-re-
spected National Academy of Science
report before we promulgate this rule.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). The Chair would remind
all persons seated in the gallery that
they are guests of the House, and the
rules of the House prohibit either ap-
proval or disapproval of the remarks of
any speaker.
f

IN SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT’S
REQUEST FOR WIC

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to respond to a letter printed in
this morning’s New York Times by my
friend and my colleague from the other
side of the aisle, the gentleman from
Georgia [Mr. KINGSTON]. The gen-
tleman from Georgia [Mr. KINGSTON]
writes that the President’s request for
$76 million in funds for the women, in-
fants and children program is based on
old census data.

The statement is simply inaccurate.
The $76 million figure is based on num-

bers submitted from the States to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture in
early April of this year. These are not
House Member numbers. These are not
administration numbers. These are the
numbers from the united States in this
country. These numbers are in fact
only a few weeks old. More impor-
tantly, these figures indicate that
without the full $76 million requested
by the President, 360,000 women and
children will be removed from the WIC
Program.

Does the majority party really want
to take milk, cereal, and formula off
the breakfast tables of thousands of
needy families? I do not think so.

Democrats are united in our opposi-
tion to the WIC reductions. I urge my
Republican colleagues to join us in vot-
ing to restore the full amount of the
President’s request for WIC.

f

COMMITTEE FUNDING
RESOLUTION

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 136 and ask for its
immediate consideration:

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 136

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in
the House the resolution (H. Res. 129) provid-
ing amounts for the expenses of certain com-
mittees of the House of Representatives in
the One Hundred Fifth Congress. The resolu-
tion shall be considered as read for amend-
ment. The amendment in the nature of a
substitute recommended by the Committee
on House Oversight now printed in the reso-
lution shall be considered as adopted. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the resolution, as amended, to final
adoption without intervening motion or de-
mand for division of the question except: (1)
one hour of debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on House
Oversight; and (2) one motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia [Mr. LINDER] is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts [Mr. MOAKLEY],
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 136 is
a closed rule providing for consider-
ation of House Resolution 129, a resolu-
tion which authorizes funding for com-
mittee salaries and expenses for 17
standing committees of the House of
Representatives and the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence for the
105th Congress.

House Resolution 136 provides for
consideration of the committee fund-
ing resolution without intervention of
any point of order. The rule also pro-
vides that the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by

the Committee on House Oversight will
be considered as adopted.

This resolution provides 1 hour of de-
bate equally divided and controlled by
the chairman of the ranking minority
member of the Committee on House
Oversight. Finally, the rule provides
one motion to recommit, as is the right
of the minority.

Mr. Speaker, the process established
by this rule for the consideration of
House Resolution 129 is not any dif-
ferent than the process established for
previous committee funding resolu-
tions. Under clause 4(a) of House rule
XI, committee funding resolutions are
privileged on the House floor and
unamendable.

As the minority knows, it is unneces-
sary to craft a rule to bring up the
committee funding resolution unless
there is a need to waive points of order
that could legitimately be sustained
against the resolution. In this case,
such a waiver is necessary to address
what is clearly a technical violation of
the rules of the House.

Specifically, clause 2(d)(2) of House
rule X requires committees to vote to
approve their oversight plans for sub-
mission to the House Committee on
Government Reform and Oversight and
the House Oversight Committee by
February 15 of the first session of each
Congress.

In addition, the rule prohibits consid-
eration of a committee funding resolu-
tion if any committee has not submit-
ted plans by February 15. The House
rule also prohibits consideration if
these plans were not adopted in an
open session with a quorum present. It
is quite well known to both sides that
certain committees were unable to or-
ganize before February 15 because the
committee assignment process had not
been completed by that time. As a re-
sult, those particular committees were
obviously unable to assemble and vote
to approve their oversight plans in a
timely manner.

Today, I am pleased to report that
each committee has submitted an ap-
proved oversight plan to the Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight Committee
and the House Oversight Committee. I
want to commend the gentleman from
California [Mr. THOMAS], the chairman,
for working hard again to produce suf-
ficient funding for House committees
to complete their work.

It is clear that he had to balance an
assortment of concerns with limited
funding at his disposal, and the product
of his work under extraordinarily tight
fiscal constraints will help guarantee
that the available funding is spent
where it is needed most.

I urge my colleagues to support the
rule so that we may proceed with de-
bate and consideration of the commit-
tee funding resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume;
and I thank my friend, the gentleman
from Georgia [Mr. LINDER], for yielding
me the customary half hour.
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